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BRIEFER ARTICLES. 



NOTE ON BASILIMA AND SCHIZONOTUS OF 
RAFINESQUE. 

As Basilima of Rafinesque is still considered by many botanists to 
be the valid generic name for the genus based on Spiraea sorbifolia 
Linn., it will probably not be uninteresting to point out that it has no 
claim to the priority attributed to it. Until 1891 the genus has been 
best known under the name Sorbaria, proposed first by Seringe (DC. 
Prodr. 2 : 545. 1825) as a section of Spiraea, and given generic rank 
by A. Braun (Ascherson's Flor. Brandenb. 177. 1864). In 1891, 
however, E. L. Greene (Flor. Francisc. 57) and O. Kuntze (Rev. Gen. 
Plant. 1:215) almost simultaneously took up the Rafinesquean name 
Basilima for Sorbaria, and claimed priority for it on the ground that 
Rafinesque in his New Flora of North America (3:75. 1836) quotes 
"Raf. 1 81 5" as authority for his Basilima, but neither of them seems 
to have seen or even known the original place of publication. If they 
had seen it, they would have been aware that Basilima of 181 5 is a 
nomen nudum pure and simple, and therefore not entitled to priority. 
Rafinesque unfortunately makes no mention of the place of publication, 
but after some searching I was fortunate enough to find the name 
in his Analyse de la nature ou tableau de I'universe et des corps 
organises, a very rare book of 244 duodecimo pages, published in 
Palermo in 181 5. It aims to give a short review of the whole range 
of natural history, and contains on page 173, under the order Rhodan- 
thia, the following passage reproduced here verbatim et literatim : 

5. Famille Spireadia. Les Spir€ades. Etamines heterines, perigone 
double, l'interne corolla, fruits capsules dehiscentes interieurement. G. 1. 
Spirea L. 2. Rhodalix R. sp. do. 3. Drymopogon R. sp. do. 4. Basilima 
R. sp. do. 5. Filipendula T. 6. Gillenia Mench. 

From this enumeration it is impossible to gain any idea which 
species of Spiraea Rafinesque intended to include under his genera 
Rhodalix, Drymopogon, and Basilima, and he could therefore not 
claim priority for it, as he does, and quote as synonyms of his Basilima 
two names published before 1836. The older of these two names is 
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the Sorbaria of Springe mentioned above, the second the Schizonotus of 
Lindley, published in 1830 in his Introd. Nat. Syst. Bot., p. 81, and 
(under no. 703) in Wallich's Catalogue, which appeared about the 
same time. In both places, however, the name is mentioned only as a 
synonym, and it seems doubtful whether this ought to be considered 
as a real publication of a generic name. The passages in both pub- 
lications read as follows: Wallich, Cat., p. 21, "no. 703. Spiraea 
Lindleyana Wall. Schizonotus Lindl. (gen. nov. Spir. sorbifoliam 
amplectens);" Lindl. Introd. Nat. Syst. Bot. ed. 1, p. 51, " Rosaceae. 
.... The fruit of Spiraea sorbifolia (Schizonotus m.) is capsular." 
In the second edition of his work, however, which appeared in 1836, 
Lindley enumerates (p. 145) Schizonotus as a genus, and characterizes 
it (p. 441) by mentioning Spiraea sorbifolia as the type. In the same 
year, Rafinesque published in New Flor. N. Am. (3 : 75—76) the genus 
Basilhna, with descriptions of two species, B. sorbifolia and B. 
pygmaea. As it seems impossible to ascertain which of the two works 
was really published first, the genus Basilima ought to be preferred, 
since it had specific names attached to it, while Schizonotus had none 
and received none until 1840, when Lindley (Bot. Reg. 26: misc. 71) 
proposed the name Schizonotus tomentosus for Spiraea Lindleyana Wall. 
Those botanists who object to Sorbaria because it was published 
only as a sectional name must therefore choose between Schizo- 
notus and Basilima. It would be very unfortunate, however, to revive 
the name Schizonotus, since it was applied afterwards and has been in 
use for two other genera, first to a genus with Spiraea discolor Pursh 
as the type by Rafinesque, who entirely misunderstood a note of 
Lindley in Bot. Reg. 16. 1830 in the text to//. 1365, and says in New 
Flor. N. Am. 3 : 75 under Schizonotus "I have adopted this genus and 
name on the suggestion of Lindley, who proposed to unite to it the 
next [Basilima], but the habit is too different." But Lindley did not 
say this. He only mentions there on the same page these two species 
of Spiraea, together with some others, and the name Schizonotus. The 
second application of the name Schizonotus was by A. Gray (Proc. 
Amer. Acad. 12:66. 1876) to a genus of Asclepiadaceae, which was 
subsequently changed by E. L. Greene to Solanoa; while on Spiraea 
discolor the name Holodiscus was bestowed first by C. Koch, who pro- 
posed it in his Dendrologie (1 : 309. 1869) as a subgenus of Spiraea, 
which was afterwards given generic rank by Maximowicz in his excel- 
lent monograph of the Spiraeaceae (Acta Hort. Petr. 6: 253. 1879), 
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without either of the authors being aware of the existence of a Schizo- 
notus Raf. 

In Index Kewensis the Schizonotus of Lindley and of Rafinesque 
are not discriminated, but wrongly united under Schizonotus Lindl.; 
while Schizonotus Gray is enumerated as valid. Also the Thecanisia 
discolor Raf. is there erroneously made a synonym of Spiraea discolor, 
but it is an herbaceous plant allied to Ulmaria rubra, and probably 
based on escaped plants of the European U. pentapetala Gilib. {Spiraea 
Ulmaria Linn.) 

It will be clear that on account of priority as well as of usage the 
name Sorbaria ought to be considered as the valid name, with Schizo- 
notus Lindl. (1830) and Basilima Raf. (1836) as synonyms; while 
Holodiscus (Koch) Maxim, should be substituted for Schizonotus Raf., 
at least by those who follow the Rochester rules in accordance with 
article IV, and by others on account of expediency, to avoid all pos- 
sible confusion with the other two genera, of which one is liable to be 
revived under certain rules of nomenclature. 

Sorbaria of course will not enter into the American flora if Chamae- 
batiaria is considered as constituting a distinct genus, which it may 
be, though structural differences in flower and fruit are hardly pres- 
ent. In foliage and habit, however, it is strikingly different. The 
observation of Rafinesque that Sorbaria sorbifolia is a native of North- 
west America seems not to be based upon any reliable source, at least 
it has not been found again on American soil, neither has .S. grandi- 
flora Maxim. (Basilima pygmaea Raf.), which was suspected by him to 
occur probably somewhere in the same region. — Alfred Rehder, 
Arnold Arboretum. 



POTAMOGETON POLYGONIFOLIUS IN NEWFOUNDLAND. 

The only note of the occurrence of this species in North America 
I know of is contained in Linnaea 2:216. 1827 ; where Chamisso has 
the following : " Hujus loci forsitan est : Potamogeton de St. Pierre 
Miquelon pres Terreneuve in Herb. Brogniart, sed major." I have 
not seen the specimens in Brogniart's herbarium, which is at Paris. 

In the Journal of Botany for June of this year, I record it from 
Sable island, about 100 miles off the coast of Nova Scotia. I have 
now to record it from Newfoundland, from whence I find specimens 
n the Kew herbarium from the herbarium of Harvard University. 



